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The Birch Bay Water and Sewer District’s Water Crew read your water meter once every 

two months to collect your water consumption for billing purposes. If the area around 

your water meter is clear, our technicians can quickly and collect your meter reading in-

formation on the first visit to your property. If they cannot access your meter, they may 

have to make return trips to complete the meter reading process. 

Tips to maintain clear access to your water meter can be found on page two. 

 

Water Meter Box Maintenance 

Blaine fourth grade students and teachers gathered to cele-

brate the 2013 winners of the Water Awareness poster con-

test on June 6th, sponsored by the city of Blaine and Birch Bay 

Water and Sewer District.  The theme of the poster contest 

was “Water is Worth IT!” which emphasized why water is 

worth saving for your health, community and environment.  

Pictured from left to right are: Back Row -  Blaine City Mayor 

Harry Robinson, District Commissioner Patrick Alesse and 

Blaine GIS Program Coordinator Jayne Uerling.  Front Row -  

Third place winner Gilbert Minjarez Jr., first place winner Abby 

Spencer and second place winner Isabella Kawasaki. 

Water is Worth It! 
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Meter Box Maintenance: 

• Area around your meter box should be kept clear of small shrubs and other plants. Trees 

should be planted a minimum of five feet away from your meter box. Trees and large 

shrubs can grow extensive root systems which can damage the water system and cause 

costly leaks. 

• Prune back any trees, shrubs or other plants that currently obstruct your meter 

box.  Shrubs or flowers should never be planted on top of the meter box! 

• Maintain a clear path for our technicians to access your meter box.  Make sure that there 

are no objects placed over or around the meter box or on the access path. Such items 

might include cars, trailers, garbage cans, recycling bins, construction equipment or sup-

plies, landscape bark, gravel, decorative rocks, toys and sports equipment. 

 

WATERING SCHEDULE 
SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT 

ODD 
No  

Watering 
EVEN ODD EVEN  ODD EVEN 

Effective June  1st through September 15th, the District will again be implementing its voluntary wa-

tering schedule to help manage our water supply during the summer months.  Residents with odd 

numbered street addresses may water on Wednesdays, Fridays and Sundays.  Residents with even 

numbered street addresses may water on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays.  Mondays are non-

watering days to allow the District’s reservoirs to recharge after the weekend.  For more information 

visit www.bbwsd.com or contact the District at 360-371-7100. 

District Amending Shut Off Policy 
THE NEW UTILITY SHUT OFF POLICY: 

• Utility bills are considered past due or delin-

quent for the current billing cycle on the day 

following the due date. 

• A late charge of 6% will be applied to the cur-

rent charges - not total charges. 

• A shut-off notice will be mailed to customers 

at least one week prior to the scheduled shut-

off date.  

• Shut off of water service will occur if full pay-

ment is not received in the district office dur-

ing normal business hours (8am—4:30pm) by 

the utility shut off date.   

Current District policy does not shut off 

service to customers until they are delin-

quent on two utility bills.  Since the Dis-

trict only bills every two months, this 

results in over four months of service 

prior to shut off.  The current procedure 

can create large utility bills that are diffi-

cult to pay for some of our customers.    

The biggest change is shutting off water 

after one delinquent billing instead of 

two.  The changes are an effort to make 

it easier for customers to stay current on 

their bills and lessen impacts on rental 

properties.  The District expects to im-

plement the new policy in September 

2013.   


